
MCPA Winter Social 2024



2023 Recap

• Log Crossing Improvements

• Trail Repairs

• Interpretive Sign Installation / Glacier Basin Sign

• Turntable Maintenance

• Dead Tree Removal

• Gate Damage

• Twin Bridges Area Study
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Twin Bridges Area Study

• Monies remaining from the CERCLA effort were being considered for 
funding a project to clean up the twin bridges area

• Concerns over creosote timbers – mostly on downstream bridge

• MCPA voiced concerns about continued access

• Current direction has changed – no plans to undertake this project
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Monte in the News

• Q13 Fox interview/story December 23, 2023

• https://www.fox13seattle.com/news/a-look-back-at-the-demise-of-
monte-cristo-the-town-at-the-heart-of-the-cascades-gold-rush



Washington Trails Association Study

• WTA performed a lengthy study and surveyed hikers relating to 
desires and needs in the south Mountain Loop region

• Monte Cristo scored high in relation to being a favorite destination 
and a destination in need of access improvements

• WTA worked with Forest Service in compiling a future plan for 
improvements

• One of their top priorities:
"Re-establish creek crossings to enhance trail access to the Monte 
Cristo Townsite and trail complex."



Washington Trails Association Study

• MCPA will plan to work in conjunction with FS and WTA to make this a 
reality

• https://www.wta.org/news/signpost/vision-for-the-future-of-the-
south-mountain-loop-highway



Granite Falls Historical Society

• Fred Cruger digitized 1000’s of period “letter press” documents

• https://www.gfhistory.org/

• Link to Fred’s DropBox content: 
http://tinyurl.com/MonteCristoLetterPressDocs

• Samples of letters



Letter Press Samples



Letter Press Samples



2024 Plans

• Annual Meeting in June 
• Should coincide with MLH opening – see website

• Monthly Work Parties
• 3rd Saturday starting in June

• Board Membership
• Unchanged

• Opening for Corresponding Secretary

• Thank you Cary Thielen



Log Crossing Conditions

• December 5, 2023 storm caused peak Sauk river flow

• Log Crossing area appears affected

• Also reports of MLH damage beyond Barlow Pass
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Welcome Sign Plans



Some Recently Uncovered Photos
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