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Hello MCPA Members, 
 
This year and season greet us with newly appointed board members.  The full current board is listed 
above; 2018 changes are:  President: Mike Kahler, Vice President: Craig O'Brien, Treasurer: David 
Hartze, Corresponding Secretary: Kathy Pierson, Newsletter Editor: Ruth Danielson.  We sincerely 
thank our past board members David Cameron and Louise Lindgren (both who will continue to support 
us as the Education Committee), Kal Klass (who will remain as an Advisor) and Bill Rawlins.  Doug 
Hammond’s position remain unchanged. 
 
We have plans for our upcoming July 21 work party to repaint the 3 resort cabins in the railroad yard.  
Prep work was performed at the June work party and Craig O'Brien has secured us a "historically 
accurate" paint to apply.  The Forest Service has approved this maintenance work on the cabins; 
thanks to Peter Forbes for allowing us to preserve these artifacts.  We hope to also tackle replacing the 
roof on Cabin #3 this year as it is deteriorating and will soon contribute to structural damage.  The roof 
project will be planned for a future work party; anyone wanting to work on the roof replacement 
project or helping to secure necessary materials please contact Mike Kahler below. Most likely this 
work would be scheduled to happen later in the summer (August or September).    
 
The Forest Service NEPA process for defining the future use and regulations on the Monte Cristo area is 
ongoing, although we don't expect to see action on the next steps until late this year.  That next step 
will be the Forest Service publishing their initial proposal, followed by a public comment period on the 
same.  We will keep the MCPA membership posted on this activity and certainly appreciate your input 
and spreading the word on need for public comment. 
 
New this year also is the reactivation of the townsite host program.  The Forest Service will again allow 
us to use the cabin for overnight stays, making a multiple day visit more feasible.  Members interested 
in helping with townsite hosting can contact Craig O'Brien (craigcarolann@comcast.net), who is 
managing the logistics and scheduling. 
 
Hope to see everyone at the July 21 work party.  Meet at the Barlow Pass gate by 9:00 AM.  From there 
we will carpool into the townsite with supplies via the new access road. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Kahler, MCPA President 
allpinball@yahoo.com 
  



 

HISTORICAL ESSAY 
 

Looking for an excuse to continue celebrating the Fourth? May I suggest blowing a few noisemakers in 
honor of some quaquicentennials this year of 2018?  It was only 125 years ago in 1893 when a number of events 
occurred which influenced lives in our area.   

For example, on January 9th the ceremonial last spike was driven to mark the completion of the Great 
Northern Railway, our northernmost transcontinental, near today’s Scenic, Washington, just east of Skykomish.  
From there the line follows the Skykomish and Snohomish river valleys down to salt water in Everett. 

However, Mr. James J. Hill, owner of the G.N., already had decided secretly to make its western terminus 
not in Everett but instead to hang a left and continue south along the shore of Puget Sound to the city of Seattle, 
which had quietly promised almost all its waterfront to him in exchange.  Seattle thus would develop as queen 
city of the Northwest, not rival Tacoma nor squelched Everett, which had to settle for yards, division offices, and 
a tunnel under the city also after giving up waterfront rights of way to Hill’s Seattle & Montana branch in 1891.  
(This is the seashore section which a quaquicentennial later continues to have rainy season glacial clay and mud 
slides across the tracks from Edmonds to Everett.) 

Meanwhile, upriver real estate hopes soared, including at a wide spot between mountains along the North 
Fork Skykomish where on April 25th Amos and Persis Gunn filed their platted homestead and five placer claims 
into streets and lots to create the town of Index.  Optimistically they laid out one of its two main streets one 
hundred feet wide to accommodate a proposed Great Northern branch rail line to haul ore from the upstream 
Silver Creek and Index Mining Districts.  Thus Mineral City and Galena City as the closest supply points to 
Monte Cristo also fed off the connection, while Monte Cristo now had postal and rail supply services only 20 
miles away via a narrow and muddy trail over Wilmans and later Poodle Dog passes down to the even sloppier 
North Fork road. 

In Everett, disappointed supporters 
and investors of some of Rockefeller’s 
money sucked it up, incorporated their city 
on May 4, and continued to push completion 
of their own railway, the Everett & Monte 
Cristo. By this month 125 years ago its 
progress was reported breathlessly by the 
city papers, as crews pushed up the South 
Fork Stillaguamish River from tunnel No. 2 
in Robe Canyon toward Silverton.  There, 
business and mining promotion were 
booming.  Lots went on sale, a post office 
opened, street rights of way were cleared and 
planked, a furniture store was rumored, a 
telegraph line to Monte Cristo along the 
tracks was planned, and on June 29 the rails 
were spiked through a cut into town.  
Concussions from celebratory dynamite 
blasts echoed off the mountains, while the 
hard driving spiking crew was laying up to 
300 feet of steel per day. 

Others already had packed supplies 
into Monte Cristo to beat the rush, including prospective hotel and boarding house builders Wesley O. Robins and 
Frederick Trump. 

Then, on Wednesday July 5 the Puget Sound National Bank in Everett unexpectedly closed its doors.  
Something major was about to go drastically wrong and drive the country to the verge of financial collapse.  The 
Panic of 1893 was so terrifying that the nineteenth century term “financial panic” later would be replaced by one 
which sounded far less ominous and powerful:  “Depression.” 

 
David Cameron 

cameronlindgren2@gmail.com

Everett’s palatial 1892 Monte Cristo Hotel became Providence Hospital 
in 1905 and survived until 1924.  It was located at the corner of Pacific 
and Kromer Avenues. 

Everett Public Library 
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$24.00 - Annual Membership Mail To: MCPA

$42.00 - Annual Membership + Key PO Box 471

THANK-YOU! Everett, WA  98206

$50 $100 $200 $500 $1000 Other

$50 $100 $200 $500 $1000 Other

Name

Street

City State Zip

Mail To: MCPA
PO Box 471 THANK-YOU!
Everett, WA  98206

Name

EMAIL

Mail To: MCPA
PO Box 471 Thank you for your order!
Everett, WA  98206

MCPA INTERPRETIVE CENTER DONATION FORM
I wish to donate to the MCPA Interpretive Center.  The amount I wish to donate is:

HISTORIC MONTE CRISTO PICTURES ORDER FORM
Pictures from Monte Cristo, up to 100 years ago. Cost: $20.00.  Pictures will be emailed.

Please download the required “MCPA 
Waiver/Release” at www.mcpa.us, have it 
notarized, then mail it to us with your check for $42 
to begin the process.

For renewing members the present key is still 
valid, but if you need a new key:  check here � 
and include the additional $18 cost of a key to 
your membership dues.

For new members: For renewing members:

MCPA CHARITABLE DONATION FORM
I wish to donate to the MCPA.  The amount I wish to donate is:

IF YOU WISH AN OPTIONAL BARLOW PASS GATE KEY:

MEMBERSHIP FORM: 2018



 

  
 

Monte Cristo Preservation Assoc. 
PO Box 471 
Everett, WA  98206-0471 
www.mcpa.us  
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